Rapport du Captain Winslow, Commandant USS Kearsage

AU G . Feansage,
Olertionry, Foeances,Sine 19 1567

hr,

Shave the honor to inform the Dipartment that the day subsequent to the arrival of the Fiaariasge of thi
Jor, onthe 14t instant, fmeiaedamﬁ'am %Wz Dernmes, begging that the %MWW«MW
dgpart, as he intended to flght her and would nat deliay her but @ duy or two.

Shoording to this notice, the - Ulateme b the port of Cherbourg this morning at about 9: 30 dlockh,

G 10-204. m. MWMWW{M %%y&mﬂm%/pm«émmyﬁém we
mmmmamyféM 7m%wa4adaﬁwdﬂam%e %Wwyéfméwam when we rounded
mmywmmmmwwWM&fWQOOW/@mmm. G the
persons with fer.

WW@W%MM MWW}M@&WM%&M%/MMW

S have the henor te be, MW&WWWJM

Coprarn,

1o Hon. Gideon Welles,

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. Series 1, vol.
3 (Washington Government Printing Office, 1896)



Rapport annexe du Captain Winslow, Commandant USS Kearsage, de I'engagement contre le
croiseur CSS Alabama

@ . . Searsage,
Coplish Dherined, Sy SO 1567

hr,

In dbedience to the instructions of the Dpartment I have the honor te make the folluwing supplomentary
repant of the action between the Fazniarge and the Alatzma: On the marning of the 1 Hh ultimo, the day
Tiariasgeat 100 eloch was near the busy which marks the line of shaals to the eastward of Cherbeurg, and
distant about 3 miles from the eaktern entrance, which bore to the southward and westward, S 10:20
0 tlock the  Alaherme was desoried coming out of the western entrance, accompanied by the Gunsnne
(iranelad). Fhad, in an intersien with the adumiral at @herbourg, asiured him that in the esent of an
action cecurring with the « Hlathomee the position of the s should be sc feor ofthore that no question coule bo
adbanced about the line ofjiurisdiction. Secordingly, to pexfect this obyect, and with the double puspose of
drawing the - Dlabamnes so far offhore that §f disabled she could not return, 5 directed the ship s head seaward,
and deared for action with the battery piuoted to Starboard. Hidving attained a point about 7 miles from the
dhare, the head of the Fiiariarge was turned dhart round and the dhip steered divectly for the Hlotama, my
funpose being to ran her down, or if ireumstances did not warrant i, to close in with her. Hardly had the
Tiariasge some round before the Hlahama sheered, presented her starboard battery, and souved her
engines, On approaching her, atlong range of about a mile, dhe gpened her fill broadbide, the shat cutting
dome of sur rigging and going cver and alongside of us. Immediately . I oxdered more fpeed, but in two
minates the - lathemea had loaded and again fred another broadside, and fillowing i with a third, without
damaging us ewegpt in rigging. W had now arrived within about 900 yards of hew, and I was
fprehensive that anather broadside, nearly raking us as it was, would prove disastrons. acordingly, S
ordered the Heariarge sheered, and gpened on the Hlaberna. The posttion of the vessels was now broadbide
and braadiide, but i was soon apparent that Captain Demmes did nat seck olase action. S beoame then

fearfd, lest offer dome fighting he would again mahe for the shore. T defect this, I determined to e full
gpeed on, and with aport helim to ran under the stern of the lahzma and rake, ifhe did not prevent it by
dheering and hegping his broadide te us. S adpted this made as a preventive, and as a consequence the
Pl was foroed with a full hread of steam into a cireular trach during the engagement.

Thho ofect of this manewver was such that at the last of the action, when the  thame would fave made o, #he
indhore, the line of jurisdiction would no doubt have been reached. T firing of the ltsame from the first was
rapid and wild. Toward the duse of the action her firing besame better. Chur men, who had been cautioned
against rapid firing without direct aim, were much more deliberate, and the instructions giren te point the feasy



guns beloaw rather than above the water line and dear the dech with the lighter ones was fldlly obseroed. Fhad
endeavored with aport helim to dluse in with the Hlaema, but it was nat untiljust before the dluse of the action
that we were in position to s grape. Ihis was avcided, howeer, by her survender. The ofect of the training of
gpeed was now relarded, and, by winding, her port broadside was presonted to s, with only two guns bearing,
and afow more guns, well directed, brought down her flag. I was unable to asoertain whether they had been
hauled down or shot away, but a white flag having been digplayed over the stern, our fire was reserved. Jvo
minates had not more than clapsed before she again qpened on us with the twe guns o the port side. This drew
cur fire again, and the Kaariasgewas immediately steamed ahead, and laid acros her bows for raking. The
white flag was sill flying, and our fire was again reserved. hortly after this her boats were seen to be lowering,
and an offser in one of them eame alongside and informed us that the ship had surrendered and was fost
breating near the head as she sank, and fier bow rising high cut of the water as fer stern rapidly scttled.

Dhe five of the Hletiana, although it is itated that she discharged 370 or mare shell and shot, was not of
serious damage to the Fiaaniesge. Home thirteen or fourteen of these had taken offect in and about the fud,
and siateen or seventeen about the masts and rigging. e casualties were small, ondy three persons having
MWMWMMwmm/WmMM/WWW GWW%&W//MWM
came absard. Tfvo shot passed through the ports in which the 32 § were placed, with men thickly stationed
yet no one was his, the captain of one of the guns being ondy fnoehed down by the wind of the shat, as aupposed.
The fire of the Fizariarge. although only 173 projectiles had been discharged, aceording to the prisoners '
entered the coal bunkers, exploding, and completely Hocked up the engine room, and @aprain Hemmes states
thaat shot and shell had taken fect in the bides of the vessel, tearing large holes by explusion, and his men were

cveryuhere hnocked douon.

fthe casuathios in the e no correct assount can be given. One hundred and fifeen persons reashed
the dhare, cither in “Cngland or France, after the action. It is hnown that the Hlebema carried a orew
(fcers and men) of abowt 150 inte Cherbourg, and that while in the Houthern Choean hor somplement
was about 170 but desentions had reduoed this complement. The prisoners state that a rumber of men came
on board at Cherbourg, and the night before the action boats were gaing to andfos, and in the marning
strange men were seen who were stationed as captains of the guns. Hlmong these there was one lietenant

The Atz had been five days in preparation; she had taken in S5O tons of eal, which brought hex down



in the water. %%WWW 120 tons in, but as an ofbet to this, her dheet chains were Slowed
cutsidestoppped ap and down as an additional preventive and protection to her. more empty bunkers. Ihe number
ofthe crew of the Fiariarge including offcers and sick men, was 168 and her battery numbered seven
gerdtwo 1 1-inch and one SO-pounder rifle, and four light S2-pounder guns.

Ghe battery of the - Alatkare numbered eight gunsons heavy 65, of 9, O0C pound, one {10 pounder rifl

%MWWWWWWWWWVMW@W Fenclose a

Caprain

to Hion, @Mn %,

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. Series 1, vol.3
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1896): 79-81.



Rapport du Captain Semmes, Commandant le croiseur confédéré CSS Alabama

Glothampton, June 21, 18564

hr,

fm%mmMWW mWWMWWMWWWMM Ssteamed
aut of the harbor of Cherboury between D and 1O eoch on the marning of June 19 for the puspase of
engaging the enemy 5 steamer Fizriarge which had been ling off and on the port for several diays
previously. Sfber clearing the harbor we desoried the enemy, with is head offhore, at a distance of about 9
miles, HWé were three-guarters of an hour in coming up with him. I had previcusly pivated my guns to
sarboard, and mads all my preparations for engaging the enemy on that side. When withins about a mile

to me. OBy this time we were distant about { mile from each sther, when 5 gpened on him with solid hot, to
which he replied in a fow minates, and the engagement besame active on both sides. The enemy now pressed his
dhip wnder a full head of steam. and te prevent cur passing each other toc fpeedily, and to hegp cur rejpective
broadiides bearing, it became necesiary to fight in a cirele, the two $igps dteaming around @ common center and
pretersing a distance fram each ather of fram a guarter to half o mile. When we gat within good shell range,
miggenmast-head, e fring now became very hot, and the enemy 5 shot and shell soon began to tell apon our
haell, hnoching down, killing, and disabling @ namber of men in diferent parts of the sp. Verseiving that our
dhell, though apparently exploding againss the enemy 5 sides, were doing but little damage, 5 returned to solid
dhot firing, and from this time onward alternated with shot and shell. Sfber the lapse of about one hour and ten
minates cuwr ship was aseertained to be in dinking condltion, the enemy $ shell having exploded in our sides and
minates Fhad hopes of being able to reach, the French coass, for which punpose S gave the ship all steam and.
det duch, of the fore-and-aft sails as were available. The ship filled sa rapidly, that before we had made mach
progross the fires were eatinguished in the flornaces, and we were cvidently on the point of sinking. F now
WMWWWMMM%&WMMM/% WW@M!&MM%&Wg@W
condition. lhough we were now but 400 yards from each, other, the enemy fived apon meflve times ofer
my colions had been struch, dangerously wounding several of my men. I is charitable to suppose that a ship of
war of a Christian natio couled not have done this intentianally. Wé now turned all aur avertions toward the
wounded and such of the boys as were unable to swim. These were digpatehed in my quarter boats, the only boats
remaining to me, the waist boats having been toxn to pleces.

every man, MWM@MWMWWMWMWM%&WWWW



dhip wens down. gz;@mate%, fowever, %&JM@W@%@(%MW@@W/%W%
men and resaued a number of both offeers and men from the water. 5 was fortunate encugh myselfthus ts
cseape to the sheller of the neutral flag, together with about forty cthers, all told. Hhout this time the Fzzriarge
dont one and then, W ancther boat.

Lecompanying you will find lists of the hilled and wounded, and of thase who were picked up by the
Dertioand. The remainder there is reason to hope were piched up by the enemy and by a cogple of French

by thase of our offcers who went alongside the enemy s ship with the wounded that her midihip section on both
perpendlenlarly from the rail to the water s edge, the whole covered cver by a thin outer Yanking, which gave no
indleation of the armor beneath. This planking had been rigped offin every direstion by our.shot and shell, the
chain brohen and indented in many places, and foreed partly inte the i § side. he was maost ofectively
guarded, however, in this section from penctration. The enemy was much damaged in other parts, but to what
eatent it &5 now impossible to tel. I3 is believed he was badly erippled.

hanor. Whero all behaved so well it would bo invidious to partieularize: but S eannat deny myself the pleasure
o saying that Wi SR, my flvst liewtenans, desenses great evedit for the fine condition in which the shp went
into aclion, with regard to fer batlery, magagine, and shell rooms; albo that te rendered me great assistance by
his oolness and judgment as the flght proceeded.

Shave the honor to be, very rejpectfilly, your obedlent servant,

@? gmwd,

1o Flay Ofeer Samaed Bsnron, G . Ny, Foes

Source: Official Records of the Union and Confederate Navies in the War of the Rebellion. Series 1, vol.3
(Washington: Government Printing Office, 1896): 649-651.



